
 

 

 

 

 

Shoresearch Forms Guidance for leaders 

 

There are 4 standard forms that can be used on a Shoresearch survey. They are: 

 

1) Walkover survey sheet 

2) Transect form – for volunteers 

3) Transect form – for leaders 

4) Quadrat survey form 

 

Each form could be adapted to suit each Trust’s needs, but to ensure that the data can be used by 

statutory agencies, the following must be recorded: 

 

• Site Name 

• Survey date 

• Surveyor name 

• Lat/long 

• Habitat information (to as detailed level as is confident) that allows identification of 

broadscale habitat, eg: (from EUNIS) 

o Intertidal rock 

o High energy littoral rock 

 

• List of species with some kind of abundance scale or presence/absence (ideally with the 

dominating species and therefore supporting identification of a biotope) 

 

 

The following explains a little more about each type of survey: 

 

1) Walkover survey - for site biodiversity 

This is a simple survey requiring little, if any, equipment. Surveyors walk the site and record 

species seen, preferably with abundances in each of three broad intertidal zones. A GPS will 

preferably be needed to plot the extent of the survey area, although for some sites this 

could be taken from Google Earth. 

 

2) Transect survey – to record main biotope zones down the shore 

This survey involves the use of a tape measure laid out perpendicular to the shoreline from 

high water/cliff base to low water. Surveyors record the extent of each zone along the 

straight transect line in distance (to nearest metre) and with GPS positions at the zone 

transitions. (Shore zone examples: Enteromorpha; Fucus serratus; Osmundea turf; Corallina 

rockpools; Laminaria) 

 

Surveyors should photograph each zone type in:  

- close view (showing typical community of species, and features) 

- general view (showing general character and context on shore) 

 

Within each zone, surveyors should record at least the biotope characterising species, and 

preferably all species found (with abundance) in a roughly 5m band either side of the 



transect tape.   (If quadrats are being done in each of the zones, the need for a full species 

list is less). 

 

 

3) Quadrat survey – to provide more quantitative data on biotope zones on the shore 

This type of survey involves random sampling of 3 replicate 1m
2
 quadrats in each of the 

main shore zones.  Randomly place quadrats within 5m of the transect line. Photograph each 

quadrat in: 

- close view (straight down over quadrat) 

- general view (showing quadrat in context of its surroundings) 

 

Record GPS position of each quadrat and its position along the transect tape. Describe 

general habitat and zone type, to put quadrat in context on the shore. Then record 

percentage of habitat types (boulders, cobbles, gravel, sand etc.) and record the species 

present using: 

- percentage cover of attached species 

- count of mobile species 

 

If time allows, you could perform a rapid search in the area immediately surrounding 

quadrat for presence of additional key species not found within the quadrat.  

 

 

Key species recording 

Beyond a Shoresearch, you may also undertake some form of recording of species of particular 

interest e.g. non-natives, climate change indicators, MCZ FOCI. The following techniques may prove 

helpful: 

 

a) Timed species search 

b) Package of 8 species 

 

a) Timed species search 

This survey uses cards to help surveyors find key species and habitats on the shore. Each 

card has photographs and details of a single species or habitat. 

  

Surveyors are given up to 4 cards and search the shore for a set time period of 20 minutes. 

Surveyors record occurrences (with SACFORN abundance) of the species/habitats on their 

card(s).   

 

Time limits and number of cards per person can be adapted for each survey to ensure unit 

effort remains the same – e.g. 10 minute search if two cards per person, 40 minute search if 

8 cards per person. 

 

At the end of the 20 minutes, surveyors regroup to record what they found. 

 

b) Package of 8 species 

This survey is similar to the timed species search but differs in that the surveyors are given 8 

species to learn and to record on every survey and there is no time limit. This particular 

technique is being used by the Capturing Our Coast project led by Newcastle University, 

recording keystone species (eg biotope characterising, invasive non-natives, FOCI, or climate 

change indicators) which provide useful data that is robust because the volunteer becomes 

an expert on the 8 species and knows how to distinguish them from similar species. 


