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It is the end of a very busy year for the River Wardens Project
culminating in winning an award for biological recording and
information sharing at the National Biodiversity Network’s conference
in Edinburgh. Our surveys have identified non-native species and other
problems to tackle and there have been new discoveries, such as an
unknown population of the rare brook lamprey Lampetra planeri on the
River Chelmer.
But it has also been a year where we said goodbye to Emily Godfrey and Jane Herbert, who
moved on to jobs at The Rivers Trusts in Oxfordshire and Suffolk. We have very much missed
their input and wish them the best of luck in the future. Luckily we have a great team supporting
your work and you can still contact us via the usual email address:-

riverw@essexwt.org.uk
Kayak Litter Clean and Beach Clean events list 2017
These kick off in January with a kayak litter clean on Saturday 14 and the beach clean on foot
on Sunday 15. Meeting point for both events is Fambridge yacht club - 9.30 for 10.00 start and
finishing at about 14.00. Litter picks, black sacks and gloves provided but for kayak event bring
waterproofs, own kayak and equipment. Contact jacquelinemonk3@gmail.com for info.

STOP PRESS
The annual Essex
Rivers Hub event will
be held at the Essex
Records Office in
Chelmsford at 10am
on Friday February
10. River Wardens
are always welcome
so please contact us
at the usual email
address to book your
place.
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River Wardens Assistant
required
We have secured funding for a two day
per week River Warden Assistant to work
within our conservation department.
You’d be helping with training sessions
and events to support the existing River
Wardens team. For an informal chat
about this rewarding opportunity please
contact Mark Iley, the Essex Biodiversity
Project Co-ordinator, and he’ll send you
a job pack.
Email marki@essexwt.org.uk

Training courses for
early 2017 include a
new course on otter
spraint analysis.

Protecting Wildlife for the Future and for the People of Essex

Supporting River Wardens - Meet the team
Kelly Osborne, John Pritchard and Darren Tansley are the team that have
been working hard to keep River Wardens trained up and supported since Jane
and Emily departed earlier this year.
Kelly is based at Essex Wildlife Trust at Abbotts Hall Farm, and is the
Volunteer Co-ordinator for the Trust. In addition to looking after many
hundreds of EWT volunteers she has been ensuring our River Warden mailing
lists are up to date, getting all your volunteer forms sorted out and keeping
you all up to date with news about anything River Warden related.
John is himself a River Warden and volunteers to help with the day to day
running of the project. He is likely to be the first person to respond to your
emails and has been an amazing help to us this year, generally working from
his home near Maldon but also popping in at Abbotts Hall to keep in touch
with the latest updates.
Darren is Essex Wildlife Trust’s only full time rivers officer. He has been with
EWT for 10 years and has surveyed every main river in the county. He set up
the Riversearch volunteer otter survey in 2007, which was the precursor to
River Wardens, and helped develop the river walkover survey which many of
you now do. He is the co-author of The Mammals of Essex so if you have
technical queries or need assistance out in the field he will be there to help you
out.
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Brook Lamprey discovered
River Wardens Will Cockerell and John Hepworth made an
important discovery during a routine walkover survey in early April
when they found several spawning sites of the rare brook lamprey.
Although superficially like an eel they only grow to about 15cm and
instead of the usual gill flaps have a simple row of gill holes along
their neck. They have a sucker like ring of teeth in order to grip
stones to create their shallow, gravel nests, but do not feed as adults,
so will die shortly after spawning.
With only a handful of records for Essex in the last decade we are
keen to find more spawning sites so in April to Mid-May please do
look out for eel-like fish on gravel beds and report back to us.

UK awards to Celebrate Biological Recording and Information Sharing
At the beginning of October we were delighted to learn that the Essex
River Wardens had won the Lynne Farrell group award for biological
recording from the National Biodiversity Network. The national award
ceremony took place at the NBN conference in Edinburgh on Thursday
November 17 and we would like to thank Mary Tayler (pictured left) and
Laura Millar (centre) for travelling there to pick up the award on your
behalf. Our biological records officer, Lorna Shaw, also attended with a
River Wardens display to show just how varied your work is. We have
since learnt that this award was the one which garnered the most votes
at the ceremony so we’re doubly pleased with the outcome.
There is no doubt that other counties view the Essex River Wardens
scheme as a project to aspire to. Darren Tansley (Water for Wildlife
Officer) has been invited to train a new batch of volunteers to undertake
river surveys in Bedfordshire for the Beds, Cambs and Northants Wildlife
Trust. They intend to start a River Warden scheme there in the new year.

Training and Surveys
We will be announcing the summer training dates in a future newsletter but if you would like specific training then please
get in touch to let us know what you need.

Riversearch Otter and Water Vole Survey 2017
essexwtrecords.org.uk/survey/Riversearch
If you are a trained otter or water vole surveyor please contact us now to tell us which survey points you would like to
undertake. This year we would like the surveys done by June 1st so we can get the results in for a publication this summer.
All the details, maps, recording forms and volunteer expenses sheets are on the Records Centre Website (see above).
PLEASE NOTE – You can now enter your results directly online - no need to send in a form. Just click on the
link on the Riversearch page above. If you do not have a login yet please contact us to set one up.
If you have not taken part in Riversearch before, then this would be a good opportunity to attend one of Darren’s Otter
and Water Vole Survey training courses (see details below). Email to book a place as these courses book up fast.

Otter Spraint Analysis Course *NEW for 2017*
Time and date: 10.00-15.00, Thursday 19/01/17 (lunch provided) Location: Stanny Field Centre, Iken, Suffolk, IP12 2EY
This is an exciting opportunity to take your otter survey skills to
the next level. We have teamed up with the Suffolk Otter Project
to provide 15 free spaces for River Wardens on this course with
a team of experienced otter surveyors. Learn how to prepare
spraints (otter droppings) for viewing under the microscope and
discover what species they have been feeding on.
This is ideal for those of you who know where to find otter
spraints and would be willing to help us out with a new Essex
study into otter behaviour. Do not worry if you are not a trained
otter surveyor as you can still use these skills to back up our
Riversearch team. Alternatively book on to the Riversearch
course as well.

Riversearch otter, mink and water vole survey training
Time and date: 10.00-13.00 Fri 31/03/17 or Sat 01/04/17 (identical courses)
Location: River Colne Fordham Hall
Meeting point: Fordham Hall Nature Reserve car park, Ponders Road, Fordham, Essex
Nearest postcode: CO6 3LY (Row of houses on opposite side of road)
Learn how to find the signs of water voles and otters so you can
survey one of 256 different Riversearch points across Essex or take
part in the National Water Vole Monitoring Programme in May
2017. We will also look at a mink monitoring raft.

Adopt a monitoring raft
Could you help landowners maintain
and check their monitoring rafts from
Mid-Feb to April next year or even run
one of your own?
This network is essential to the Essex
Water Vole Recovery Project but also
has potential to pick up other records
such as the footprints of hedgehog
found on a raft in September 2016!
Contact Darren through River Wardens
for more information about how rafts
work and how you can help to protect
water voles, kingfishers and wagtails
this breeding season.

The Pond Net Project - essexwtrecords.org.uk/PondNet
If ponds are your thing then Essex Wildlife Trust Biological Records Centre will be working with the Freshwater Habitats
Trust to roll out the nationwide PondNet project in Essex in early 2017. This is a new national volunteer survey to collect
information about trends in pond quality and pond species, including rare plants and animals. It is the first habitat-based
volunteer survey network of its kind, aiming to provide much-needed information about the condition of ponds and
the species they support. We’ll be running courses in 2017 so look out for more news or check out the link above.

River Warden visit to Ardleigh Reservoir Treatment Works
Back in October a small group of River Wardens from the River Colne area were invited by Anglian Water to the Ardleigh Reservoir
Treatment Works to learn how rivers provide a valuable resource supplying Essex with drinking water.
John Pritchard reported back on the event.

Gary Hodgetts, the Anglian Water Catchment Advisor, gave an interesting overview of where
their water is sourced from and how they manage the quality on a day to day basis, as well as
some of the challenges they face with pesticides leaking into the watercourse. The discussion included some of
opportunities of working together with River Wardens to improve knowledge and awareness of how the water gets to
our taps and what we can all do to improve its quality. A guided tour of the Works followed with explanation of the
many filtering processes used to remove contaminants and purify the water before it is delivered to our taps.
Gary offered to set up further tours if others would like to visit so please get in touch if you want to take part.

Facebook Group and Essex Rivers Hub Website [see links below]
The Facebook Group is a really good way to keep in touch with what is happening across the county. A number of local
River Wardens groups use this to organise events outside the official EWT training days so do get involved. It is also a
great place to upload photos and videos for ID, comment or general interest. River Wardens (and Coastal Wardens) also
have exclusive access to the Volunteer Wardens section of the Essex Rivers Hub website. You just need to contact us
for a log in then you can access presentations from training courses, survey forms, species id sheets and an interactive
map of the county so you can see what is happening in your catchment.
Thank you to everyone who has supported our river work this year. We hope you have enjoyed yourselves
and look forward to seeing you at the Essex Rivers Hub celebration on Fri Feb 10 in Chelmsford (see page 1).
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