
About the Freshwater Habitats Trust  

The Freshwater Habitats Trust is a national charity committed to protecting and increasing the 

biodiversity of freshwaters across the UK, through practical action, research, policy and education. 

 www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk 

The Freshwater Habitats Trust is a national charity committed to 

protecting and increasing the biodiversity of freshwaters across 

the UK, through research, policy, outreach, and education. 

www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk 

PondNet is a national volunteer survey network 

collecting information about trends in pond 

quality and pond species, including uncommon 

plants and animals.   

The network is being rolled out, county by 

county, over the next three years, so that by 

2018 it covers all of England and Wales. 

The aim is to provide much needed information 

that will tell us the extent to which freshwater 

biodiversity is under threat, and will help to 

guide the direction of freshwater policy. 
 

We are working with Local Record Centres and 

national species groups to ensure the data will 

be made widely available. 

If you’d like to join us, then: 
 

• Start by having a look at our website :  

www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/people-ponds-water 

• Choose a group you want to survey: plants, animals or environmental features 

• Search our online map to find out where the pre-selected survey sites are located 

• Select your site 

• Email us, and we’ll send you a survey pack with all the information you need to carry 

out the survey 

• Afterwards, enter your data online or return your completed forms to us.  

• Alternatively, if you can’t find a site that suits you, choose your own site and add it to 

the PondNet network 

 

You will be able to see you own and other peoples information online, and it will be 

shared automatically with National Biodiversity Network and other recording schemes. 

Join a volunteer network to monitor 
ponds and the species they support 



Visit the website  
www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/people-ponds-water 

Project Administrator: Thea Powell   
t: 01865 595502   e: peoplepondswater@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk 

 
 

PondNet is one of three projects within Freshwater Habitats Trust’s People, Ponds and Water 
Project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 

 

Environmental data: Anyone can collect environmental data from ponds, just read 

our online material and watch the training video.  

Frogs and Toads: It’s easy to survey toads and frogs, just read our online material 

and watch the training video. 

Great Crested Newt DNA: This is a new and exciting way to survey amphibians – 

just collect a water sample using special kits, and freepost it back to us. The 

sample is analysed in the lab to see if DNA from Great Crested Newts is present. 
 

 

Rare plants and animals: Choose one of 30 rare species to survey, including 

Slender Centaury, Pillwort, Fairy Shrimp and Lesser Silver Water Beetle. We can 

provide training and support to help you learn how to identify these species. 

Great Crested Newts: You need experience, commitment and a license to do this 

survey, which uses traditional survey methods including four night-time torching 

visits. We can provide training in torching skills. 

 

All wetland plants: You need to be an experienced botanist to carry out this 

survey. However, we can offer mentoring to help with difficult plant species. 

Invertebrate families: This survey is suitable for experienced entomologist who 

can identify pond animals to family level. We can provide training and mentoring if 

you would like to take some groups further to species level. 

Dragonflies: Adult dragonflies can be tricky to identify on the wing, and the survey 

involves five visits per year, so it helps if you have experience with these species. 

There is something for everyone, whatever your skill level 


