SPECIAL ROADSIDE VERGES IN THE CHELMSFORD AREA.
More than 97% of meadows have been destroyed in England since the 1930s, and in many areas
roadside verges have become the last stretches of natural habitat for meadow plants and wildlife.
Roadside verges aren’t sprayed with fertilisers or herbicides, and are undisturbed by the plough –
meadow wildlife should love it on the roadside! But there’s a problem; in high summer the flail
mower arrives. The flowers are decapitated. There’ll be no nectar for the bees nor seed to ensure
the next generation. That is, unless the verge is a designated Special Roadside Verge (SRV).
SRVs are selected for their special flora which might include rare plants,
iconic Essex plants or just much loved plants. Example plants from the
Chelmsford list are meadow rue, meadow saxifrage, lesser calamint (rare
across Britain with its stronghold in Essex) and orchids of various types.
Each SRV is marked by posts which warn the grass cutting contractor to
turn off the flail and come back in the autumn after the plants have
finished seeding. [All verges, special or not, are subject to the “safety cut”
of about 1m in mid-summer, which is required to ensure safe visibility for
drivers and pedestrians.}
The SRV project is run by a joint ECC and EWT working group. In 2012 I volunteered for the role of
Chelmsford area rep, a role vacant for several years, which involves keeping an eye on the 20 or so
SRVs throughout the year, and monitoring each at least every two years via a botanical survey done
by volunteers, (Marion and Andrew and me), with results reported to the working group which
monitors the overall Essex picture.
Here’s a list my top picks from the area SRV list, including some which were new this summer.
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All are marked by the white plaque (above). If you visit, do take great care as some of these roads
are very busy places! The most accessible is Mayes Lane where there is a pedestrian footpath.
Also there are three new SRVs in the designation pipeline which I very much hope will be “posted” in
time for the 2016 season. They are along the B1008, Essex Regiment Way, near to Howe Green. Key
species are yellow-wort, broomrape, and centaury
I’d be pleased to hear any comments, especially
 If you know a site in the Chelmsford area which should be assessed as a potential SRV
 If you are interested in helping with surveys

