
The New Catchment Plan is In Progress! 

The plan for rivers in the Combined Essex 

Catchment is starting to come together. In 

many places a plan would consist of a large 

document outlining all of the issues on the riv-

ers and the solutions to these issues. Here in 

Essex we have decided to do something 

slightly different. Our catchment plan will be 

an interactive web based plan that is integrat-

ed on to the current Essex Rivers Hub web-

site, We hope that by producing it this way, 

the information will be more accessible to a 

wider audience. The web developers have 

presented us with their initial plans and it 

looks great. Watch this space for some great 

new changes in the next few months.  

River Wardens Newsletter: May-June 2015 

Welcome to the third river wardens newsletter. This will be produced once every couple of 

months to update everyone on what we have been doing across Essex. If you have anything 

that you would like to contribute to the next newsletter then please get in contact with Emily 

Godfrey, the Essex Rivers Hub Assistant based at Essex Wildlife Trust emilyg@essexwt.org.uk 

Wardens on the Rivers Wid and Can form 

a Task Group 

After an initial meeting, volunteers based on 

the Rivers Wid and Can have started to form 

a task group. One of the main focuses to 

begin with will to be tackling the litter prob-

lems on the Wid. With help from Writtle for 

Wildlife, who have kindly offered to lend us 

litter picking kits (funded by Anglian Water), 

hopefully litter can be significantly reduced. 

Updates can be found on the ERH website.  

Wardens Needed in the Roach Catchment 

The Roach catchment consists of the Roach, 

Noble Green Ditch and Prittle Brook. We cur-

rently have no wardens there and with some 

projects planned and some unfortunate pollu-

tion incidents; we think that this would be a 

great place to concentrate on recruiting new 

volunteers. If you, or anyone you know, would 

be interested in getting involved then please 

get in contact with us.  

                  

Walk in Halsted reveals Litter Issue 

A recent walk with wardens who monitor the 

River Colne revealed some litter issues. A 

particular eye-sore was the area surrounding 

this bench north of Halsted. We have contact-

ed the council and hope that we can get a so-

lution to the problem soon.  

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.essexwt.org.uk/
http://www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk/


New Mammal Species in Essex: 

The Chinese water deer has been confirmed to 

be present on Hamford Water in Essex. There 

is a male and female and they are thought to 

have already been there for a year. Further in-

vestigations will be going on and any new in-

formation will be posted on he ERH website.  

New kit for River Wardens to be presented 

at a celebration day 

As you are aware, all river wardens are soon 

to be provided with some extra equipment to 

help on surveys, This is due to be presented at 

a celebration event that we will be holding in 

September. Look out for more information in 

the next few months and send in any sugges-

tions of kit that might help you.  

River Wardens Courses continue to be  

successful with more to come! 

Over the past two months we have held more 

courses including: Water vole & otter, survey 

techniques, species ID, and riverfly courses. 

They have all been really successful and we 

hope that everyone who has been able to at-

tend has had a wonderful time.  

We still have a pollution monitoring course and 

another survey techniques course to come, 

not forgetting the Essex Wildlife Trust Adult 

Courses that are remaining. Each warden is 

able to have one of these courses fully funded 

using the money kindly provided by Essex & 

Suffolk Water.  

                  

Coming Soon: Wardens Group in Castle & 

Sible Hedingham 

Training will be taking place in Castle 

Hedingham for those interested in becoming a 

river warden/ riverfly monitor. If you would like 

to attend as a refresher or as a new volunteer 

then let us know and we can give you the de-

tails. The River Colne has a great coverage of 

volunteers and we look forward to working 

with this new group who will be helping to cov-

er a large upstream section.  

What's coming up? 

Apart from the courses and celebration event 

that we have already mentioned. River War-

dens have been invited by Essex & Suffolk 

Water to visit one of their water treatment 

works at Hanningfield.  

This will be happening on the 10th of Septem-

ber, with more information being sent out 

shortly. This is a nice opportunity to ask any 

questions that you may have  and learn a little 

bit more about how this process works.  

Why not get together with your local war-

dens? 

If you think that you would like to get together 

with your local wardens then get in touch and 

we can help you to arrange an event. A great 

idea from Steve Waters from Colchester has 

proved very popular and he will be taking war-

dens around his stretch canoeing! 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.essexwt.org.uk/
http://www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk/

